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The Growing Reality of Blackouts

How often do we take reliable electricity for granted? Last month's power outage in Texas left 500,000 homes

dark during a heatwave - and it wasn't even hurricane season. Across the U.S., weather-related blackouts have

increased 67% since 2015 according to DOE data. What's worse? 78% of these outages last over four hours -

enough to spoil food, disrupt work, and endanger medical equipment.

The Hidden Costs of Interruptions

Let me share something personal. During Hurricane Fiona, my neighbor's sump pump failed without backup

power. The basement flooding caused $40k in damages - more than double what a proper backup system

would've cost. Commercial facilities fare worse: One Ohio manufacturer lost $2.1 million during a 14-hour

outage last quarter.

Why Power Outages Are Increasing

Extreme weather explains part of the story, but here's the kicker: Our aging grid infrastructure dates back to

the 1960s. The American Society of Civil Engineers gives U.S. energy infrastructure a C- rating. Meanwhile,

electricity demand has grown 40% since 1990. It's like trying to run modern software on a floppy disk system!

"The 2023 heat dome across the Southwest forced rolling blackouts in three states - a scenario grid operators

hadn't predicted until 2032."

Essential Components of Reliable Backup

Modern power outage protection isn't just about generators anymore. Here's what truly works:

  Lithium-ion battery systems (respond in 
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